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T?FMARKS/A^OUMENTS 

Claims 1, 9 and 16 have been amended as set forth above to further clarify the elements 
of the claims. No new matter has been added. 

A telephonic interview was held on January 23, 2007 between Examiner Huynh and 
Applicants' attorney, Timothy Sullivan. The Applicants thank Examiner Huynh for his time. 
During the interview, Mr. Sullivan discussed the current structure of the claims, the teaching in 
the specification, and the teaching of the prior art. Even though Applicants believe the elements 
of the claims, as presented previously, are allowable over the cited prior art, Applicants have 
amended some elements of the claims to help expedite allowance of the claims. The 
amendments set forth herein are presented in light of the January 23, 2007 interview. A formal 
agreement as to allowability was not reached. The Applicants understand, however, that 
Examiner Huynh, believes that the arguments presented during the interview with regard to the 
claim amendments applied to the prior art cited in previous Office Actions is convincing. It is 
Mr. Sullivan's understanding that another prior art search will be conducted with regard to the 
amended claims. Applicants respectfully request another interview with Examiner Huynh if this 
Amendment does not bear allowable subject matter. 
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Applicants respectfully request the entry of this preliminary amendment. Should any 
further aspects of the application remain unresolved, the Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicants' attorney at the number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MERCHANT & GOUkftP.C 




Timotfiy^c Sulliva 
Registration No. 47,981 
Direct Dial: 206.342.6254 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P. O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
206.342.6200 



27488 

PATENT TKADEMaRXOFFICU 
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